Characteristics of smoked drug use among cocaine smokers.
The authors collected data by structured interview from a convenience sample of 228 physically healthy, largely (82%) treatment-seeking, cocaine smokers with minimal histories of other smoked (other than tobacco and marijuana) or injection drug use. The vast majority of subjects also smoked either marijuana only (17.5%), tobacco only (17%), or both (61%), with onset of such smoking almost always (97%) preceding the initiation of regular cocaine smoking. There were few significant differences in sociodemographic or cocaine use characteristics among the subgroups of subjects smoking either cocaine only or cocaine and marijuana and/or tobacco. More than one-third of marijuana smokers quit (45%) or decreased (38%) their use after starting regular cocaine smoking, whereas only 5% of tobacco smokers did so. These findings suggest that marijuana smoking is more influenced by regular cocaine smoking than is tobacco smoking.